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 Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor  
News & Views Specific 
Content 

Snappy title catches reader’s attention and is 
relevant to paper.   
Primary finding of paper stated in 1-2 sentence 
(≤20 word) statement of news.  
Short opening paragraph geared to non-expert 
states motivation, explicitly cites study, states 
primary finding without repeating statement of 
news and touches on significance.  
 
Paper concludes with strong paragraph on 
implications and future research directions. 

Title does not catch reader’s attention 
Statement of news does not state primary finding, states 
multiple findings, is too long, or needs editing for 
clarity/accuracy   
Opening paragraph is too long, too technical, or only has 
some elements of required elements (motivation, explicit 
citation of study, non-repetitive statement of primary 
finding, mention of significance), or has these out of 
order. 
Concluding paragraph only discusses one of 
implications and future directions, is weak or long-
winded. 

Title repeats that of subject study or is not 
relevant   
Statement of news states topic not the 
primary finding or is inaccurate.  
Opening paragraph ignores required format 
and instead just introduces topic of paper. 
Does not include all or most of statement of 
motivation, explicit citation of study, 
statement of main finding and significance. 
Concluding paragraph on implications and 
future research directions absent 

 5 4 3 2 1 0 
 
Content and 
Organization 

Structure of article is clear and easy to follow.  
In general paragraphs between 1st and last deal 
in order with background (why topic is 
important and what was previously known), 
field site, methods, results, interpretation.   
Jargon avoided or explained.  
Paragraph transitions maintain the flow 
throughout.   
 

Structure of article is not easy to follow.  
Material out of order 
A key component (background, method, results, 
interpretation) missing. 
Some repetition of ideas 
Unnecessary details in methods or results section.  
Some unexplained Jargon 
Paragraph transitions need improvement. 
A key concept is missing or poorly explained 
 

Organization and structure of article detract 
from the message of the paper.  
Multiple components (background, method, 
results, interpretation) missing 
Lot of repetition of ideas.  
Unnecessary details through paper 
Lot of unexplained or copied jargon 
Paragraphs are disjointed. 
Multiple concepts missing or poorly 
explained 

 5 4 3 2 1 0 
 
Writing style, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling 

Language is clear and precise, sentences display 
consistently strong, varied structure. Rules of 
grammar usage and punctuation are followed, 
no spelling mistakes. 

Language lacks clarity, is somewhat repetitive, includes 
the use of some jargon or overly colloquial tone. 
Awkward sentences. A few grammatical, punctuation 
and spelling errors. 
 

Language is very unclear, uses excessive 
amounts of jargon, or consistently 
colloquial tone. Sentence structure is 
simplistic or overly convoluted. Numerous 
grammatical, punctuation and spelling 
errors. 

 5 4 3 2 1 0 
 
Length, Figure and 
References 

Article is 500 ±50 words.  
At least 4 references from primary literature all 
cited appropriately within article. 
Relevant figure from study or elsewhere with 
enhancements if needed and a clear caption that 
is written by student. 

Article is slightly too long (50-200 words) 
Only 2-3 references or references not from primary 
literature or references not cited in article. 
Figure from paper but without caption or with overly 
technical caption copied from paper.  Figure not 
integrated into paper 

Article is too short, incomplete or way to 
long.   
No references or references if present 
limited to paper covered by article 
No figure. 
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