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An open letter regarding the future of the University of Washington Seaglider™ 
technology: 
 
The University of Washington was notified by iRobot Corporation on October 23rd that 
they will no longer build and deliver new Seagliders. They have ceased taking orders and 
will be closing their Maritime Systems division in Durham, NC, effective December 28th.  
They will continue to support their customer base in the “near term” from their home 
offices in Bedford, MA but details are not yet clear. 
 
We want to assure those who have and use Seagliders, or data from them, that the School 
of Oceanography in the College of the Environment at UW stands behind the value of 
this vehicle’s design and use as a tool for oceanographic research. Further, we believe 
that there is a viable future for this product, one that has been instrumental in fueling 
discovery and creating new knowledge from around the world.  This is evidenced by the 
17 scientific papers published or presented in the past year alone based on data from 
Seagliders, as well as many to come from a multitude of programs at UW and other 
institutions in the future. 
 
The Seaglider Fabrication Center in the School of Oceanography still provides Seagliders 
and service to those within the UW system. As per the license with iRobot, which is still 
in effect, the Seaglider Fabrication Center cannot take orders from new external 
customers at this time.  However, Dr. Fritz Stahr, Manager of SFC, is available for 
consultation regarding Seagliders of any origin, and SFC will continue to service its 
existing customers. (contact: stahr@uw.edu 206-543-7886) 
 
UW and iRobot are currently in negotiations regarding a path forward for new customers 
and support. It is critically important to us that this technology continues to be available 
to all who believe in its capacity as an oceanographic research and monitoring tool.  We 
will be working over the next month to help define a path forward to that end. For those 
who may be interested in assisting in that path, please contact our Center for 
Commercialization officer, Laura Dorsey at 206-685-6790 or ldorsey@uw.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
E. Virginia Armbrust 
Director, School of Oceanography 
Lowell and Frankie Wakefield Professor    


